 HONORS 201   
STATES, MARKETS & SOCIETY
Spring 2010
                              Prof. Dick Farkas, Political Science
Course Objective:
To search out the nexus between the internal design of countries and the architecture of international relationships in the contemporary world. 
This course will require students to collect, process and evaluate data from original sources on factors that are of special interest to them. The overall objective is to enable students to gauge the complex relationships and linkages between and among countries and trans-national actors in the contemporary world.  To achieve this, considerable effort must be made to define and clarify the range of actors and their roles in the 21st century. This course is the Honors program equivalent of the University social science requirement.
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES & Projects 
1. Students are expected to attend every class.

2. From a prescribed inventory of variables, students will select five that they will follow through the course and interpret given the week’s focus in the course.

3. Students will generate one empirical hypothesis that will be TESTED during the course.

4. Every student will be assigned an international organization or entity to research and on which he/she will report in terms of specific functions.

5. Students will be challenged to write an essay in which they identify and/ or construct an analogy that captures some of the essential relationships that are evident in the states and super-state actors interact in our world.  

6. Students will be required to use i-clickers and every class will include a few questions that will be designed EITHER to insure that they are prepared or to generate discussion.

REQUIRED TEXT &  Materials
Black, The No-Nonsense Guide to International Development
  Ellwood, The No-Nonsense Guide to Globalization

Mueller, Capitalism, Democracy and Ralph’s Pretty Good Grocery
  Chapters from Shively, Power & Choice, 12th Edition



►Chapter 3  “The Modern State”



►Chapter 5  “Economic Policy of the State”



►Chapter 18 “Global Politics: Politics among States (and Others)”



►Appendix:  “Principles of Political Analysis”
FACULTY-STUDENT CONTACT
Experienced university students know that it is wise to use the opportunity to visit and consult with professors during their office hours.  If those hours are impossible, propose to meet at another time.  It is YOUR responsibility to use this “out-of-class” time to clarify questions you have, raise questions or thoughts about other ideas, or simply to come to understand better the professor’s thinking about anything at all.  If you do this, it will be easier for your professors to deal with you and your uniqueness.

Office Hours:   Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:45am-11:30am; 1:00pm-2:00pm; Wed. 4:00-5:00pm

Office phone: 773 325-1977  Home phone:  847 251-2671  E-mail: dfarkas@depaul.edu                   
Students who feel they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss their specific needs. All discussions will remain confidential.  To
ensure that you receive the most appropriate reasonable accommodation based on your needs, contact me as early as possible in the quarter (preferably within the first week of class), and make sure that you have contacted the PLuS Program office or The Office for Students with Disabilities.

GRADING:

A simple “point” system is used.  100 points will be awarded during the term for your work.  Totals  above 60 will be “passing.”  60s = D    70s = C    80s = B    90s = A

Final exam (30), Clicker quizzes (4O), Research (15), Written essay (15).
Final grades for the course will be posted electronically at the very end of the quarter after the final exams have been graded.  
EXAM & clicker-quizzes

To deal with the exam successfully, you will have to read all of the assigned materials and attend all of the classes.  Questions will be developed directly from these two sources.  You are responsible for understanding the concepts and you will need to recall many details.  Listen carefully to guidance that I will give you in classes about concepts that should be remembered.  The questions will be "objective." That is, they will require you to know specifics. The clicker questions will all be multiple choice.  Be absolutely SURE to read carefully and follow all test instructions! 
The "clicker" is an input device that can be quite useful in enhancing the classroom environment.  Each student MUST buy a clicker at the bookstore.  It can either be used throughout your time at the University or sold back to the bookstore.  It has a unique number which will be tied to your use in our course.  This will be done the first class.  It will be used to register your attendance and your answers to various quiz questions throughout the term.  For these reasons, it is ESSENTIAL that you bring it to class the first day and EVERY day!!  This should be treated as consistently as you do your cell phones.  If you forget it, you are unprepared for class that day.  It is a violation of our integrity policy to use another person's clicker or to observe the entry of another student.  Class will use powerpoint slides as a guide to the material for lectures.  Periodically, a slide will appear with a question on it.  At that point, every student will have an opportunity to click-in an answer to the question.  These can be immediately displayed for the class and will sometimes be the subject for discussion.  At other times, the answers are simply recorded and become part of a record of quiz answers for the individual student’s point total.  Many students have found this a useful and comfortable system BUT it does require you to be READY and PREPARED all of the time.  During the term, at least 40 questions will be broached that "count."  Some practice questions may be asked and answered and then repeated later for credit.  More of your questions about this system can be answered in class.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

This is the standard and the norm at DePaul.  It requires complete academic honesty.  Any violation of this principle will cause you to fail the course and will cause me to write a letter to the Dean outlining the violations of our academic community's policies.  Your work must be your own original thought or you must cite the source of the words or ideas that you borrow from another source.  If you have any doubt about what is a violation, consult me.  The official university policy follows:

Plagiarism is a major form of academic dishonesty involving the presentation of the work of another as one's own.  Plagiarism includes but is not limited to the following:  the direct copying of any source… whether published or unpublished, in whole or in part, without proper acknowledgement that it is someone else's.  Examples: Copying of any source in whole or in part
with only minor changes in wording or syntax even with acknowledgement.  Submitting as one's own work a report or examination paper which has been prepared by someone else. This includes research papers purchased from any other person or agency and the paraphrasing of another's work or ideas without proper acknowledgement. 
CLASSROOM DECORUM
It is very important that in framing one’s behavior you are cognizant that what you do DOES affect others.  For this reason and a number of other pedagogical ones, I ask that you arrive at class on time, refrain from talking to other students during class, refrain altogether from using cell phones or PDAs.  Eat or drink only in unobtrusive ways and clean up after yourself.  Computers in the classroom are to be used ONLY for class related work.  You are NOT permitted to use computers during class on any other task.  You will be penalized if you violate these rules.  Your university experience is an opportunity to learn both intellectual and other constructive behaviors. 

USEFUL WEB-SITES

Your professor has a web-site that has a great deal of information on it.  You will find one section specifically on the course you are taking and information about other courses taught by Prof. Farkas as well as useful information for new students.    http://condor.depaul.edu/~dfarkas
ABSENCES

Over the years, I have simply declined to make judgments about the “validity” of student “reasons” for missing class.  Being there is YOUR responsibility!  Whether your reason is good or mushy, the reality is that you missed some important work.  To this end, it is unwise to miss ANY class.  I will assume YOU made a judgment that something else was “more important.”  While I may not share that view, the important thing is that you made the decision.  All decisions have consequences.  In the end, YOU ARE responsible for the work we did in the class you missed.

DUE DATES for work to be submitted …

If you submit work “late,” that is after the announced deadline, it will be accepted but will be graded with a penalty.  Exceptions (if any) are explicitly noted in this syllabus.  This is a policy built around fairness, given that all students should work with the same parameters. 

Reading Assignments:  Should be COMPLETED before class session that week!
Week 1 
Shively, Ch. 3 (handout)

Week 2 
Shively, Appendix  (handout)

Week 3 
Shively, Ch. 18 (handout);  Mueller, Ch. 1

Week 4 
Mueller, Ch. 2, 3

Week 5 
Shively, Ch. 5 (handout);  Mueller, Ch. 4, 5

Week 6 
Mueller, Ch. 6, 7, 8

Week 7 
Ellwood, all

Week 8 
Black, all

Week 9 
Mueller, Ch. 9; Revisit Black, Ch. 7 and Ellwood, Ch. 7

Week 10  
-

Sources of student accessible data:  (sample list … could be augmented)
http://www.imf.org/external/data.htm

2599~pagePK:64133170~piPK:64133498~theSitePK:239419,00.html" 
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/DATASTATISTICS/0,,menuPK:2

2599~pagePK:64133170~piPK:64133498~theSitePK:239419,00.html

http://www.oecd.org/home/0,3305,en_2649_201185_1_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://data.un.org/
http://www.ecb.int/home/html/index.en.html
http://globalization.kof.ethz.ch/
SCHEDULE

Week 1
Delineate the nature of:

        
STATES

defined by boundary & sovereignty

MARKETS

defined by exchange of goods & services

SOCIETIES

defined by inter-personal relationships & culture

Week 2

What are our options for thinking about our world? … normative; empirical

                   variables, hypotheses, models           testing       a affects b
Week 3

Who are the players?        What do the players need?


“system maintenance” and “adaptation”

Week 4

People & other “actors” need to “cope” with “comfort” / stability

                                                                                     …… current

                                                                                                …… future

                                    & with change -- cybernetic, knowledge base, commerce, 

transportation, media, communication, technologies & what drives them, culture, images & symbols 

Week 5

Integrative forces – how does each of these work?
efficiency, scale, security, problem-solving (human resources), humanity, political power

Week 6

Disintegrative forces – how do these encroach?
nationalism, fear, mythology of homogeneity, political power 
Week 7

Mechanisms, organizations & processes that LINK states


“Globalization”      leveling or ?



history, debt, risk, poverty, tools

Week 8


“Development”     consensus or ?



history, aid, sustainability, tools

Week 9


 Economic dependencies … products, finances, currency, exchanges
Organizational entities:

      UN, WTO, IMF, WB, G-20, Mil. Alliances, NGOs, anti-Establishment
Week 10

The BIG Picture in focus!  vs.  What does all this mean for ME?

